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temporarily, to suggest abandoning his scheme for a
Franco-Austrian alliance. " Under existing circum-
stances/' he wrote in a memorandum to the Empress in
May, " what reasonable means is left of securing our
own safety, except entirely to forget the loss of Silesia,
to remove all cause of jealousy from the King of Prussia
in this regard, and thus to bring him to a general alliance
with Austria and the Maritime Powers."
Maria Theresa did not answer this memorandum for
many weeks. She had no intention of giving up her
plans for an alliance with France, but she was beginning
to understand Kaunitz and to know that he was best
left alone until his depression had passed. Koch, whom
an English contemporary called " not very capable, but
a man of great integrity/' urged the Empress to answer
Kaunitz's memorandum, but she assured Koch that
" Kaunitz needed no instructions/' he would do as
circumstances in Paris demanded and she trusted him.
Finally, but not until November, she replied to
Kaunitz's memorandum. As she had thought over his
sudden disinterest in a friendship with France, she
became annoyed with the Count, but she never allowed
herself to lose her temper with him. She calmly in-
structed Koch what he was to write to Kaunitz. " Tell
the Count/' she said, " that he knows my intentions
better than any one else knows them. He knows that
I am not fond of France, but that nothing would be more
difficult for me than to consent to an arrangement with
the King of Prussia, as he suggests at the close of his
report. This would mean that I would for all time give
up the idea of reconquering Silesia. Neither ambition
nor love of conquest prompt me to wish to regain this
Province, but I am increasingly convinced that the well-
being of my Family depends upon regaining Silesia. I

